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The road finally opened up! The pandemic had kept us close to home and unable to see our son in
the north. We packed our bags and made the 3-day journey from Airdrie to Whitehorse.
There is beauty along the way, some of it outspoken and some of it subtle. We saw our first caribou
on this trip. One night was spent on the shore of pristine Muncho Lake in the Northern Rockies. It’s
easy to see God’s majesty when staring up at the age old stones.
The return trip is always a little disappointing. The excitement of the adventure is behind us and a
familiar and long trip home lies in wait. So we decided to take a detour. Alternate routes on the
Alaska Highway are few and far between. This one had to be planned. We chose the road less travelled and headed south at Nugget City towards Dease Lake with our final destination being Stewart,
BC.
I was nervous. In my mind danger lurked. We would be out of cell phone range most of the way. The
road was good but every bend and every hill held an element of insecurity. What was that? Did you
see it? Definitely a black bear. And another one. My eyes were tuning in to see the voracious omnivores feeding on the side of the road.
But then there was a different scene unfolding. One scarcely visible, muted and camouflaged, not
the striking contrast of black against green. It invited focus and curiosity. Hunting its prey in the thick
grasses on the forests edge was a lynx. It would have been so easy to miss the beauty of this creature!
As we made our way towards the Pacific side of our great land we grew weary. It was a long day. A
good meal and comfortable bed awaited us. And then we were stopped. Not by road construction.
Not by a traffic accident. Not by the inevitable comfort break! But by Creation itself. Before us, just
across the river, God stood in the ancient glory of Bear Glacier. So close and yet so far. It was impossible to miss and impossible to keep traveling. There were no words to express what was before us.
We were simply there, humbled and strengthened by the Lord of All.
How similar these events are to the story of the Magi.
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came
to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in
the east and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1-2)
I can only imagine what their night sky looked like, each twinkling star showing its light in the black,
timeless expanse. Just as they observed the night sky, so we must tune our hearts and minds to see
God before us. The Magi noticed a new star because they knew the night sky. The star in the east
was something different and drew them to a new place. As they travelled, we must travel. Sometimes the road is arduous and uncertain and we seek God’s grace to continue. And as they desired to
worship the king of the Jews we also find ourselves standing in awe at the sight of a glacier or a
newborn baby. We are caught up in the Story of Stories, forever changed.
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Renovare Canada Transition
Renovaré Canada will be walking through some staffing transitions
in the next couple of months.
Richard Hovey has been the Executive Director of Renovaré Canada
for 7 years, launching the ministry in 2014 and growing it to what it
is today. He has done a tremendous job and his passion for people
to know the love of Jesus is evident in all he does.
Richard has decided to step down from his role as Executive
Director as of November 2021. He will be transitioning into a
teaching role on the Renovaré Canada Ministry team, continuing to
provide oversight to the certificate program.
The Renovaré Canada board has decided to transition Chrissy
Dennis from the role of administrative assistant to Ministry
Coordinator. She will be providing leadership and oversight to the
continued ministry of Renovaré Canada.

The life of sensation is the life of greed; it requires more and more. The life of the
spirit requires less and less
~Annie Dillard
What Students Are Saying

Plans Underway for New Certificate Program
We are thrilled to announce an
all-new Certificate Program coming
in September 2022!

The Renovaré certificate went beyond
reading the Bible and praying everyday to
show how to do that by emphasizing the
importance of the disciplines. It has greatly
enriched my relationship with Jesus and I
built a deep relationship with the other
students.

We are in the early planning stages
of this endeavor, but are very
excited about the discussions we
have begun to have around this
revamping process.

~Former Renovaré Canada Certificate
Student

We are taking the next year to plan
the program out, and we are being very intentional about holding on to the heart of the program, which is to know Jesus and form authentic community.

We will let you know as developments are made and information becomes available.

Keep your eyes and ears peeled! It’s going to be great!

www.renovarecanada.ca
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Restore Conference

Give
We desire to grow Renovaré Canada,
inviting more people to step into the
life-giving experience we believe we
offer, but growth and widespread
advertising require resources we do
not yet have.
Our goal is to raise $50,000 for the
upcoming ministry year. Your
donation will help impact lives across
Canada as more people dive deeper
into the life Jesus has for them.

Renovaré Canada is excited to announce an online conference:

RESTORE

Pastors, ministry leaders, volunteers,
and laypeople can experience a
deeper walk with Jesus Christ
through our programs, which will
impact their personal lives, their

When: November 19-20, 2021

families, and their communities.

Cost: $125

Your donations can help us spread
the love of Jesus to many Canadians.

The RESTORE conference will be looking at an understanding of God gleaned from Scripture which
shapes our call as Christians - the work of God in restoring humanity taken up by the church.

Thank you for your consideration to

During the two day conference we will be covering such things as the solicitude of God and how
this is to be taken up in our own lives, the wonder of creation and how to live well within the
created order, and the practice of presence with God and with people.

We appreciate you.

Scripture will serve as a foundation out of which these themes are gleaned.

You can give on our website!

Speakers Lined Up:

support Renovaré Canada.

www.renovarecanada.ca/give.php

Chris Webb * MaryKate Morse * Jeffrey P. Greenman

Siang-Yang Tan * Richard Hovey * Pilar Gateman

Register Today!
www.renovarecanada.ca
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Food for Thought

New Media
We have some great content for you to check
out!
Recurring author Kyle Norman shared some
wonderful thoughts in his new article,
“Seeking and Steeping.”

“Living graciously within the boundaries of our life as it has been entrusted to us gives our life substance.
Oddly enough, something of the will
of God is contained in the very limits

If you haven’t listened to Richard Hovey’s
reflection on his recent diagnosis with Covid19, go check out his podcast called “Breathe.”
You can find these articles, podcasts, as well
as past newsletters at
www.renovarecanada.ca/media.php

we often try to sidestep or ignore.”
~Ruth Haley Barton

“To live a spiritual life we must first
find the courage to enter into the
desert of our loneliness and to
change it by gentle and persistent
efforts into a garden of solitude. ”
~Henri Nouwen

“God has yet to bless anyone except
where they actually are, and if we
faithlessly discard situation after
situation, moment after moment, as
not being right, we will simply have
no place to receive his kingdom into
our life.”
~Dallas Willard

A Likely Story
Renovare Canada guest writer Brad Peters
wants to tell you ‘A Likely Story.’
Peters’ first book, by that title, will be
released next month. ‘A Likely Story’ is
written to draw new connections between
the old stories of Scripture and current
readers facing contemporary issues and
challenges. Presented in 13 chapters, with
humorous, tongue-in-cheek titles including
‘It’s Not Always About You (or Why being
Second Banana isn’t so Bad),’ ‘Whale Interiors (or the Dangers in Running from our
Problems)’ and ‘Intentional Streaking (or
Worth Losing Your Pants Over),’ the book
aims to educate as it entertains.
In addition to presenting familiar Biblical
stories, ideas and people in a new light, each
chapter ends with a prayer reflecting on the
chapter’s material and is designed to bring
the reader into a new connection with the
Triune God.
‘A Likely Story’ will be available to order through Amazon by mid-November.
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Follow Us
We are online!
For upcoming information or news about Renovaré Canada, you can follow us on Twitter and
Facebook!

Find us on Twitter
@RenovareCanada

Find us on Facebook
/RenovareCanada

“We ask God for that grace, and we trust that he wants us to succeed in our day
even more than we do.”

Renovare Canada Book Corner
I have come across a practical
little book of 89 pages, for those
who would appreciate some help
in their prayer life. Reimagining
the Ignatian Examen: Fresh Ways
to Pray from Your Day by Mark E.
Thibodeaux, SJ provides 34 readings to guide you through the
daily examen, which is a form of
prayer more common in some
Christian traditions than others.
In its most basic form, the examen is a short time of prayer
dedicated to reviewing the highs
and low of your day. In Mark’s
words, “In the Examen, we review
our recent past to find God and
God’s blessings in daily life. We
also look back to find moments in
the day when things didn’t go so
well – when we were hurt by
something that happened to us,
or when we sinned or made a
mistake. We give praise and
thanksgiving for the blessed moments and we ask forgiveness
and healing for the difficult and
painful moments. Having reflected on this past day, we then turn

to the day yet to come and ask
God to show us the potential
challenges and opportunities of
tomorrow. We try to anticipate
which moments might go one
way or the other for us: towards
God’s plan or away from it. We
ask for insight into what graces
we might need to live this next
day well: patience, wisdom, fortitude, self-knowledge, peace,
optimism. We ask God for that
grace, and we trust that he wants
us to succeed in our day even
more than we do.” Beyond its
refreshing simplicity, the appeal
of this book is in the different
reflective question for each day of
the month, which will yield slightly different results, keeping the
Examen fresh and spontaneous.
Ultimately, the goal of all the
Examens in this book is to invite
and encounter God in the events
of our day-to-day life.
~Ward Gregoire,
Board Member of
Renovaré Canada
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The Ministry Team

Richard Hovey—Founding Director
Richard has over 20 years of ministry experience, currently serving as an Associate Pastor at First
Baptist Church in Regina, SK as well as the Executive Director of Renovaré Canada. Richard also
serves as adjunct faculty at Briercrest Seminary where he teaches spiritual formation for ministry.
He has completed a BA in Sociology, MA in Pastoral Counselling, and MA in Theology. In 2018,
Richard completed his doctorate in Leadership and Spiritual Formation at George Fox University.

Chrissy M. Dennis—Administrative Assistant
Chrissy Dennis is the administrative assistant for Renovaré Canada. She believes Jesus is everything
and wants to experience Him more fully in this life. She is a foster mom, an avid reader, and a
published author of 3 Christian novels.

Ryan Lees (Board Member)

Ruth Heine (Board Member)

Ryan Lees works as a
chiropractor by trade and loves helping people in this
way. But what he really desires is a deeper and daily
experience of Jesus and the life He offers to all of us. In
turn, he wants the good news of the
availability of this life and how to take hold of it made
known to all who wish to find it.

Ruth Heine has spent the last thirty three years
holding various leadership roles in the areas of music
and worship curation, and missional engagement in
the Anglican Diocese of Edmonton. She has a passion
for working with the ancient traditions of the church
and creatively offering them in fresh ways and contexts to both long time church attendees and to ones
who have no church memory at all. She believes
that the expressions and gifts of all are crucial to the
building up of community and living fully as the Body
of Christ. Ruth is also a Doula running a practice
providing education/companionship through the
journey of childbirth and the transition into
parenthood.

“I have long known that there has been a giant void in
my life between what I experience of Jesus and what I
desire to experience. That I can be
transformed in my character to be like Jesus, in reality,
and have joy, peace and faith as my
constant companions is great news! Through the
writings of Dallas Willard and Richard Foster and the
moving of the Spirit, I have come to understand that
that can truly become a reality for me.”

“Renovaré has been a blessing as I seek to live the
‘with-God-life’, implementing spiritual disciplines
that support daily growth in Christ. I have been
encouraged and challenged through the course
content, leadership, and relationships built in my
cohort. It has been life changing and life giving.”
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